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We maintain that all of the principles mentioned above can be achieved only with the creation of a strong public health insurance plan option available to all.  A public health insurance plan option must be available alongside private plans in order to ensure the availability of an insurance product with a broad choice of providers and to encourage private plans to match the administrative efficiencies, costs-control abilities and quality improvement capacities of public insurance.  In short, the public health insurance plan option must be strong and operated outside the control of private plans.  It must operate on a level playing field, which includes the ability to use its market share to bargain with providers.  

As your Bucks County constituents, we know you share our values and interests. We thank you for your work in the past, and we look to you to take action in the future to create a quality health care system that truly meets the basic needs of all.  Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss this issue in person, and let us know how we can help you pursue systemic health care reform.

 
Sincerely,
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Kathleen Welsh Beveridge

Convener, The Bucks County Women’s Advocacy Coalition

Organizations in Support:

Donna J. Byrne
Nancy Szamborski

A Woman’s Place
Bucks County Housing Group



Dina Ricciardi
Kathleen Welsh Beveridge

Bucks County Quality Childcare Coalition
Bucks County Women’s Fund

Tam St. Claire
Jo Norum

Bucks Voices for Healthcare Reform
Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania

Linda S. Andrews
Sue Houston

Habitat for Humanity Bucks County
League of Women Voters of Bucks County

Connie B. Karasow
Eleanor Levie

Libertae
National Council of Jewish Women - PA
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Organizations in Support (continued):

Kathy Bennett
Maggie Groff

Network of Victim Assistance
Planned Parenthood Association of Bucks County

Robin Stelly
Donna Butchko

Penn Action
Soroptimist International of Bucks County

Lorna Michelson

YWCA of Bucks County

Individuals in Support: 

Nancy Blois
Marian Colello

Carolyn Cowgill
Peggy Dator, MSW

Kevin Douglas
Sally Fabian, RN, MSN

Santo Gairo
Susan Hauser

Natalie Joy Kaye
Karen Kreller

Louise McLeod

P.O. Box 1617


Doylestown, PA 18901


215.345.5440


coalition@bcwf.org








May 7, 2009





The Honorable Robert P. Casey, Jr., U.S. Senate


The Honorable Arlen Specter, U.S. Senate


The Honorable Patrick J. Murphy, U.S. House of Representatives





Dear Senator Casey, Senator Specter, and Congressman Murphy:





You have shown yourself to be outspoken champions of health care and as your constituents we thank you.  But as an advocacy coalition, we have been sharing our concerns for the unmet health care needs of the women of Bucks County.  Recognizing that this dire situation affects women, children, and families all over America, we urge you to support quality affordable health care that is equitable and sustainable, focuses on prevention, and provides a lifelong continuum of care for everyone.





The Bucks County Women’s Advocacy Coalition is a nonpartisan and broad-based coalition of Bucks County women and the nonprofit organizations that serve them.  We seek to empower, educate, and advocate together with the women of Bucks County, promoting gender equality and economic self-sufficiency for all.  Although other issues that obstruct women’s equity and economic self-sufficiency are being examined, advocacy for health care reform is a clear priority of our coalition at this critical time as you address health care reform in the U.S. Congress.





We actively seek your support of health care reform that includes certain basic principles and components that reflect basic human rights and dignity for all.  





Quality, affordable health care for all that is patient-centered coordinated care, utilizes evidence-based medicine, and focuses on disease prevention.


A public health insurance option for all ages that is affordable at rates that reflect a person’s ability to pay.


Access to health care coverage with no exclusions for pre-existing conditions.


Equitable standards for all states with an independent National Health Board setting standards for basic care and ensuring equity for women.


A sustainable, transparent system that cuts health care costs, streamlines the billing process, and reduces administrative costs.


Focus on disease prevention and the continuing education and engagement of the public to lower the rate of preventable illness and to promote healthy outcomes.


Lifelong continuum of care with portability between states and jobs and that includes coverage of reproductive health, dental, eye, mental health, and addictions.











